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Section C

healthy w0r|d Extension Activities

Grade 4-7

These questions can be done by learners in Grades 4-7 as an extension activity
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Questions:
Is it cool to:

1. Throw away your glass jar at a rubbish dump? YES/NO

. Go on a picnic, use plastic or paper cups and plates and then throw them away? YES/NO
. Bring food to school in a paper or plastic bag, throw it away and use a new one the next day? YES/NO
. Take your glass to a recycling bank? YES/NO

. Use only one side of writing paper? YES/NO

. Use your glass container to store your crayons? YES/NO

. Throw away clothes that you have outgrown? YES/NO

. See empty glass bottles on the floor and leave them there? YES/NO

9. Buy lots of books and magazines instead of using the library? YES/NO

10. Leave your light on when you're not home? YES/NO

11. Recycle your glass bottles from home? YES/NO

12. Throw away broken crayons? YES/NO
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Now, respond to each of these questions by suggesting ways to help the environment in each case.

Remember that certain glass can be recycled and others can’t. Discuss which glass objects can and can’t be
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recycled with your learners.

Suggested answers to above questions for teachers to refer to:

1. You should take your glass jar to a glass bank.

2. Buy or make up your own “picnic basket” that includes reusable glass cups, plates, and silverware.

3. Buy a lunch box and be cool. Get your friends to use lunch boxes too. Pack your food in reusable containers
instead of waxed paper, sandwich bags, or aluminum foil. It will stay fresher and will not get “squashed”!

4. You need to take your glass products to a glass bank as this will allow for new products to be created.

5. Use a pencil and erase any mistakes. If you need a perfect copy, practice on one of the papers from your
“reuse” box and then copy it over.

6. There are many things you can store in a glass jar. Don’t forget that you can also decorate your jar and use
it as a gift.

7. Save your old clothes for a garage sale or give them to a charity. If they are ripped or torn and cannot be
repaired, then use them for cleaning rags (cut off and save the buttons first).

8. Litter is everybody’s problem and responsibility. Do your part by picking up glass and taking it to the glass
bank.

9. Get a library card and use it. Books and magazines can be used many times by the whole community instead
of just once by you.

10. Save energy by turning off lights, radios and stereos when you're not using them.

11. Ensure that you and your family are aware of the glass items that can and can’t be recycled.

12. Save broken crayons in a glass jar for future coloring or art projects. Buy a crayon sharpener to make

points on round edges.
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The Glass Recycling Company (TGRC)

The Glass Recycling Company (TGRC) is South Africa’s official organisation for promoting glass recycling and
commenced operations in July 2006. We are a not-for-profit organisation, and are mandated with keeping
glass alive by promoting the practice of recovering, reusing and recycling this increasingly popular packaging
commodity. As a national organisation, we are primarily responsible for promoting and facilitating the
recovery of waste glass for recycling.

Glass Recycling in SA

Recycling glass offers numerous benefits.

Recycling glass:

¢ Reduces the amount of waste going to landfills or littering our beautiful landscapes

¢ Reduces energy wastage and electricity use. For instance, recycling just one glass bottle saves the same
amount of energy as powering a 100-watt light bulb for an hour

e Saves natural resources, including water

All South Africans should strive to save our country’s precious resources, including and especially
electricity, and this can be achieved through the reuse and recycling of glass. Recycling just one glass bottle
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saves the same amount of energy required to power a television for twenty minutes! If you had your doubts @
about the value of recycling your glass — that should settle it for you!
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One of the obvious benefits of recycling glass includes a reduction in the amount of energy used during the
glass production process. Using waste glass to create new glass ensures less additional raw materials are
necessary. This in turn saves our natural resources, including water and the raw materials (silica, soda ash
and limestone) used to make glass. When one ton of waste glass (better known as cullet) is recycled; exactly
one ton of glass is recreated! Now that’s a real “green” saving! In addition to this, by reducing the amount of
waste going into landfill, our beautiful landscapes are kept pristine and pollutant-free.

Recycling your glass undoubtedly helps lower our national carbon footprint and ensures that as a country we
are doing our bit to preserve our world.

How to do your bit:

There are several ways you can get involved to proactively help prevent glass from going to landfill

e Return your returnable glass bottles to the retailer

e Separate and recycle your glass by depositing it in a glass bank in your local community

e Simply reuse your glass

¢ To locate a glass bank in your area, by simply SMS the word “Glass” and the name of your suburb to 32310
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Glass that can be recycled:
¢ You can recycle beverage bottles, food containers and jars made of glass

Glass that cannot be recycled with your regular glass:

e Ceramic cups, plates and pottery

e Laboratory glass

e Crystal and opaque drinking glasses

¢ Mirrors, windshields and window/pane glass

* Heat-resistant ovenware (for example, Pyrex or Visionware)
e Light bulbs

¢ TV and computer screens

Glass Recycling — The Facts
DID YOU KNOW

e Glass can be recycled endlessly without affecting the quality or integrity of the new glass product made
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from it
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e The first glass was formed from molten volcanic rock that cooled down extremely quickly

e Around 1500 BC, the Egyptians made the first glass

e Glass containers are seen to be the best containers for any product. This is because glass is pure, and
does not affect or change the properties of the contents

¢ Recycling just one glass bottle saves enough energy to burn a 100-watt light bulb for up to four hours

* Glass recovery is the collection of waste glass from the waste stream before it goes to a landfill.

* Glass recycling is the process of converting this waste into a new glass product.

e Cullet is the term used by the glass industry to refer to waste glass which is then recycled to make new
glass products

¢ Local annual glass recycling figures have climbed from 147 000 tons to 296 000 tons in four years.
This amounts to a massive increase of more than 100% in the short history of The Glass Recycling
Company

¢ An amazing fact about using waste glass / cullet is that there is no loss of fusion in the melting process.
In other words, one ton of cullet will produce one ton of new glass. By contrast, 1.2 tons of virgin batch

material is required to manufacture one ton of glass
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Additional Notes
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