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OXYMORON

Awfully good
Seriously funny
Clearly confused

•  
•  
•

When two words with 
opposite meanings are 
placed together to create 
an interesting expression.

ONOMATOPOEIA

The bell went DING-DONG!
The rain went PITTER-PATTER on 
the roof.
The fire CRACKLED in the 
fireplace.

•  
•  

•

When a word sounds like the noise 
it describes.

PUN

APOSTROPHE

The maths teacher has too many problems.
The frog’s car broke down, so it had to be toad away.
The orange stopped halfway up the hill because it 
ran out of juice.

•  
•  
•

Oh sun, please come out today!
Oh moon, light my way home.
Ocean, what secrets are you 
hiding?

•
•
•

IRONY

Play on words that have more than one meaning.

When a speaker talks 
directly to someone who 
isn’t there or something that 
isn’t human as though it 
could hear and respond.

A professional chef 
burns dinner.
A swimming 
instructor is afraid 
of water.
A cleaning company 
has a messy office.

•  

•  

•  

When the exact opposite 
of what you expect to 
happen actually happens.
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