
Fast-moving fires 
that burn through dry 
grass and bushes, 
especially during 
windy seasons.

VELD FIRES

Long periods with 
little to no rain that 
leaves the ground dry 
and causes water 
shortages.

DROUGHTS

Heavy rains that fill 
rivers and cover dry 
land with too much 
water.

FLOODS TORNADOES
Spinning funnels of 
strong wind stretch 
from the clouds to 
the ground and 
destroy things in 
their path.

Mud and heavy rocks 
sliding quickly down 
a wet hill or mountain 
after heavy rains.

LANDSLIDES

Violent 
thunderstorms bring 
dangerous lightning, 
strong winds, and 
destructive hail.

SEVERE STORMS

Long periods of 
extremely hot 
weather that can be 
dangerous to 
animals, plants, and 
people.

HEAT WAVES

Large, dangerous
holes open up in the 
ground when 
underground rocks 
dissolve or wash
away.

SINKHOLES

The ground shakes 
and trembles due to 
movement deep 
inside the Earth.

EARTHQUAKES

NATURAL DISASTERS
IN SOUTH AFRICA


