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Grade R Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3

LIFE SKILLS
Term 3

Beginning knowledge 
and personal and 
social well-being 

Topic: 
Healthy environment 
•	 The importance of a 

clean environment 
•	 Ways in which people 

pollute the environment 
•	 The importance of 

recycling

Term 3

Beginning knowledge 
and personal and 
social well-being

Topic:
My community 
•	 Keeping places clean – 

including using bins and 
not littering

Term 2

Beginning knowledge 
and personal and 
social well-being

Topic: Recycling
•	 What happens to our 

waste?
•	 Re-using (things that 

can be used again)
•	 Recycling (used things 

that can be made into 
something new)

•	 Reducing (using less)
•	 What cannot be 

recycled
•	 Recycling at home and 

at school

Term 3*

Beginning knowledge 
and personal and 
social well-being 

Topic: Pollution 
•	 What pollution is
•	 Effects of pollution on 

people
•	 Effects of pollution on 

the environment

MATHEMATICS (TERM 1 – 4)
TOPIC: DATA HANDLING

Collect and sort 
objects. Collect and 
organise objects 
•	 Collect and organise 

objects: Collect and sort 
everyday objects

Collect and organise 
data 
•	 Collect data about 

the class or school to 
answer questions posed 
by the teacher

Collect and organise 
data 
•	 Collect data about 

the class or school to 
answer questions posed 
by the teacher

Collect and organise 
data 
•	 Collect data about 

the class or school to 
answer questions posed 
by the teacher



Grade R Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3

CREATIVE ARTS
Term 3

Visual Literacy 
•	 Looking at and talking 

about colour and 
shape in pictures and 
photographs

Create in 2D
•	 Intentional use of drawn 

pattern; awareness of 
pattern in own world

•	 Use colour to create 
pattern

Term 1

Create in 2D 
•	 Create patterns using 

geometric shapes

Term 3**
Create in 3D 
(constructing)
•	 Use recyclable 

materials and papier 
mâché to make useful 
objects: egg cups, 
containers, plant 
holders, etc. Decorate 
using pattern, discuss 
geometric shapes and 
cool and warm colours, 
develop craft skills

Term 3**

Create in 3D
(constructing)
•	 Craft from recyclable 

materials: patterned 
frames for own 
artworks, containers for 
classroom, etc.

ENGLISH (HL)
Term 4

Emergent Reading
•	 Matches words to 

pictures
Emergent Writing
•	 Makes attempts at 

familiar forms of writing, 
using known letters

Term 3

Shared, Group and 
Independent Writing
•	 Writes words to form a 

sentence using sounds 
learnt and common 
sight words

Term 1

Shared Reading
•	 Reads books as a whole 

class with teacher 
(shared reading) and 
describes the main 
ideas

•	 Expresses a personal 
response to a text read

•	 Identifies key details in 
what was read such as 
the sequence of events

Term 4

Shared, Group and 
Independent Writing
•	 Uses informational 

structures when writing
•	 Sequences information 

and puts it under 
headings 

•	 Uses phonics 
knowledge and spelling 
rules to write more 
difficult words



Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7

LIFE SKILLS
Term 4

Personal and social 
well-being 

Topic: 
Health and 
environmental 
responsibility
Healthy environment
and personal health:
home, school and
community
•	 Examples of 

environments that are 
unhealthy: pollution 
(air, water and land) 
including illegal dumping 
sites

•	 Dangers of unhealthy 
environments to 
personal health

•	 Strategies to keep 
environments healthy: 
conservation of 
environment

Term 3

Personal and social 
well-being 

Topic: 
Health and 
environmental 
responsibility
•	 Safety measures 

at home and the 
environment

•	 Harmful household 
products and 
medication (hazardous 
waste)

Term 4

Personal and social 
well-being 

Topic: 
Health, social and 
environmental 
responsibility
•	 Concept: environmental 

health
•	 Local environmental 

health problems
•	 Community and 

individual projects 
and strategies to 
prevent and deal with 
environmental health 
problems

•	 Problem-solving 
skills: an action 
plan to address an 
environmental health 
problem and formulate 
environmentally sound 
choices and actions

MATHEMATICS
Term 3

Data handling 

Collecting and 
organising data
•	 Collect data using tally 

marks and tables for 
recording

Term 3

Data handling 

Collecting and 
organising data
•	 Collect data using tally 

marks and tables for 
recording

Term 3

Data handling 

Collecting and 
organising data
•	 Collect data using tally 

marks and tables for 
recording

Term 4

Data handling 

Collect, organise and 
summarise data
•	 Pose questions relating 

to social, economic, and 
environmental issues in 
own environment



Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7

CREATIVE ARTS: VISUAL ARTS
Term 4

Topic: Create in 3D
•	 Skills and techniques like pasting, cutting, wrapping, tying, joining various 

recyclable materials

Note: There are no specific activities in the Booklet that align directly to 
this subject. However, there is an emphasis on creating objects from waste 

in Term 4 of Creative & Visual Arts, should you wish to extend the topic of 
recycling to this subject.

Social sciences natural sciences
Term 4

Geography

Pollution and 
wastewater
•	 Personal, daily practices 

that pollute water 
•	 Factory and farming 

waste 
•	 Wastewater and 

sewage recycling 

Term 4

Geography

Mining and the 
environment*
Impact of mining on the 
environment – examples 
to include: 
•	 Pollution (water and air) 
•	 Destruction of 

vegetation and wildlife 
•	 Waste and waste 

disposal 

*Not directly covered in 
the activities – but is a 
good way to introduce 
the topic in Grade 
5 (and align to the 
curriculum).

Term 2

Matters & Materials

Water Pollution
•	 In the environment, 

many things mix or 
dissolve in water. Water 
can be polluted by 
insoluble substances, 
such as oil, plastics, 
tyres, tins, glass, 
toilet waste soluble 
substances such 
as soaps, fertilizers, 
insecticides, acids and 
other poisons

Term 2

Matters & Materials

Sorting and recycling 
materials
•	 It is every person’s 

responsibility to dispose 
of waste in a proper way

•	 Only certain materials 
are suitable for 
recycling, such as 
metals, plastics and 
glass

•	 Material which cannot 
be recycled has to be 
dumped

•	 Local authorities have 
systems for sorting 
and disposing of waste 
materials

•	 There are negative 
consequences 
associated with poor 
waste management 
such as pollution of 
water, soil and the 
environment; health 
hazards and diseases; 
blockage of sewage 
and water drainage 
systems; waste of 
land used for landfills; 
wastage of valuable 
materials which could 
be recycled



Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7

english (hl)
Term 3

Reading & Viewing 

Reads information 
text e.g. on social 
issues 
•	 Pre-reading: predicts 

from title and pictures 
•	 Uses reading strategies, 

e.g. scans for specific 
details, skims for 
general idea 

•	 Reads short printed 
resources 

•	 Selects the relevant 
ideas

Term 1

Reading & Viewing 

Reads information 
text 
•	 Discusses central idea 

and specific details
•	 Comments on choice of 

pictures in text
•	 Uses reading strategies 

e.g. uses textual and 
contextual clues

•	 Shares ideas and 
offers opinions using 
speculation

Term 2

Reading & Viewing

Reads an 
instructional 
text containing 
a sequence of 
instructions 
•	 Pre-reading: predicting 

from title and pictures
•	 Uses reading strategies: 

prediction, contextual 
clues

•	 Discusses specific 
details of text

•	 Discusses sequence of 
instructions

•	 Carries out instructions/
procedure

•	 Discusses new 
vocabulary from the 
read text

Term 4

Reading & Viewing

Reads information 
text
•	 Pre-reading activities, 

e.g. prediction based on 
title and or graphics

•	 Uses different 
reading strategies e.g. 
skimming, scanning to 
identify the main and 
supporting ideas and 
responds appropriately

•	 Identifies and explains 
cause and effect

•	 Uses previous 
knowledge or textual 
clues to determine 
meaning

•	 Makes inferences

Term 3

Reading & Viewing for 
comprehension e.g. 
written/visual text 
•	 Skimming for main ideas
•	 Scanning for supporting 

details
•	 Making predictions
•	 Facts and opinions
•	 Inferring the meaning 

of unfamiliar words and 
images



Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

life orientation
Term 3

Health, 
social and 
environmental 
responsibility
•	 Environmental 

health issues
•	 Application of 

laws and policies 
to protect the 
environmental 
health: address 
an environmental 
issue

•	 Earth Day: 
preservation of 
the environment

•	 Honouring Earth 
Day: ways of 
being kinder to 
Earth

Term 2

Social and
environmental
responsibility
•	 Contemporary 

social issues that 
impact negatively 
on local and global 
communities

•	 Concepts: social 
and environmental 
justice 

•	 Harmful effects 
of these issues 
on personal and 
community health

Term 2

Social and
environmental
responsibility
•	 Environmental 

issues that cause 
ill-health

•	 Impact of 
degradation on 
society and the 
environment: 
environmental 
hazards such as … 
pollution 

•	 Dealing with 
environmental 
factors that cause 
ill-health on a 
personal level

Term 2 

Social and
environmental
responsibility
•	 Community 

responsibility 
to provide 
environments 
and services that 
promote safe and 
healthy living

Term 4

World of work
•	 Knowledge of 

the world of 
work: rights, 
responsibilities 
and opportunities 
in the workplace

Term 4

Careers and 
career choices
•	 Awareness 

of trends and 
demands in 
the job market: 
emerging 
demands or 
changing patterns 
of careers and 
scarce skills and 
the job market

Term 3

Careers and 
career choices
•	 Knowledge about 

self in relation 
to the demands 
of the world 
of work and 
socio-economic 
conditions: skilled, 
semi-skilled, 
unskilled and 
physical labour

Term 2

Careers and 
career choices
•	 Community 

responsibility 
to provide 
environments 
and services that 
promote safe and 
healthy living



Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

english (hL)
Term 1-4

Reading and 
Viewing of 
written/
visual text for 
comprehension
•	 Skimming and 

Scanning
•	 Intensive reading
•	 Inferring meaning 

and conclusions

Term 2

Reading/
viewing for 
comprehension
(use written 
and/or visual 
text such as 
cartoons/strips)
•	 Skimming
•	 Scanning
•	 Intensive reading

Term 2

Reading and 
Viewing 
•	 	Interpretation of 

visual texts: e.g. 
adverts, cartoons, 
pictures 

Terms 1 - 4

Reading for 
comprehension
•	 Vocabulary 

development and 
language use

Term 1-2

Reading and 
Viewing 
•	 Interpretation of 

visual texts: e.g. 
adverts, cartoons, 
pictures

Terms 1 - 4

Reading for 
comprehension
•	 Vocabulary 

development and 
language use

Term 1-2 

Reading and 
Viewing 
•	 •Interpretation of 

visual texts: e.g. 
adverts, cartoons, 
pictures

Terms 1 - 4

Reading for 
comprehension
•	 Vocabulary 

development and 
language use

NATURAL sciences Life sciences
Term 1

Life & Living

Conservation of 
the ecosystem
•	 Environmentalists 

and others work 
towards managing 
ecosystems, such 
as control of alien 
vegetation and 
preservation of 
wetlands

•	 Individuals can 
contribute to 
conservation 
in various 
ways, such as 
appropriate waste 
disposal (including 
recycling, reusing)

Term 4

Environmental 
Studies 
(Continued):
Human Impact on 
the Environment

Solid Waste 
Disposal
•	 Managing 

dumpsites for 
rehabilitation 
and prevention 
of soil and water 
pollution

•	 The need for 
recycling



Grade 8 Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

NATURAL sciences Life sciences
Term 4

Life & Living
•	 Disruptions in an 

ecosystem 
•	 Wise and 

sensitive use of 
limited resources: 
behaviour change

Term 4

Investigations
•	 Analyse the solid 

waste generated 
in the household 
in one week, 
including paper, 
metals and plastic

•	 Estimate the 
percentage that 
could be recycled 
or reused

•	 Visit a municipal 
landfill site, or a 
local refuse dump

•	 Observe 
rehabilitation (or 
lack thereof) in 
practice

•	 Assess the 
effectiveness 
of waste 
management

Water Quality
•	 The need for 

water purification 
and recycling

mathematics mathematical literacy
Term 4

Data handling 
•	 Collect data
•	 Pose questions relating to social, 

economic and environmental issues

Classifying and organising data*
•	 Recognise that the way in which data is classified, sorted and/

or grouped will affect how data is organised, summarised and 
represented 

    In order to:
•	 Transform the data into a form that can be analysed, or into a 

form that can be more easily summarised and/or represented, 
to find answers to the question(s) posed on issues relating to 
the personal lives of learners (Grade 10), the wider community 
(Grade 11), and national and global issues (Grade 12)

*Grade 10-11: Suggested for Term 3; Grade 12: Suggested for 
Term 1.




